
Marshall Clay Awbrey, known by all as Marsh, was a true pioneer and frontiersman of the Northwest and 

was the original settler of land that is now a part of Deschutes River Ranch. 

 

Awbrey was born in Missouri on January 16, 1829, and came out west as a young man.  Awbrey was a 

rugged, small, and wiry man who preferred handmade clothes, used a stump or a windfall to mount his 

steed, and was known for kissing a five or ten-dollar gold piece goodbye before handing it to a clerk.  

Awbrey fought in the Mexican War with the Volunteers and was alongside Statesman Henry Clay’s son 

in the Battle of Buena Vista when Clay was killed by an enemy bullet, and Awbrey is said to have been 

within hearing distance when Mexican General Santa Anna ‘surrendered’ this battle to General Zachary 

Taylor.  Awbrey fought in the Indian wars of the Northwest as well and was a pioneer soldier during the 

uprising of the Rogue River Indians and the Battle of Hungry Hill.  Making his way north through 

California panning gold and packing supplies to other gold-seekers, Awbrey landed in Eugene, Oregon 

where he operated a wagon train to the gold fields of Northern California and Jacksonville, Oregon. 

 

Attracted to an unmapped part of Oregon on the Indian frontier of Deschutes country, Awbrey’s 

wanderings eventually took him to Farewell Bend (now just Bend) where he farmed land on the west 

bank of the Deschutes River in the vicinity of the current Harmon Park and Kenwood School.  After a 

harsh winter in the 1880s and a late spring frost killed his Rye crop, and in search of a milder climate for 

his beloved horses and cattle, Awbrey settled 160 acres in a sheltered cove of the Deschutes River a 

distance downstream from the town of Laidlaw (now Tumalo).  In 1891 under President Harrison Awbrey 

was granted a land patent to the 160 acres he called White Rock Ranch.  Awbrey called White Rock 

Ranch home until nearly two years before his death in 1921.  This land is now a part of Deschutes River 

Ranch. 

 

Awbrey, bronc-buster and early day stockman, was a lover of fine horses and took impeccable care of his 

livestock.  Tale has it that Awbrey rode more range miles on horseback and slept under the stars more 

than any other rancher from 1880 to 1920.  Awbrey once famously rode 120 miles over the McKenzie 

pass to Eugene between sunup and sunset, and using only one horse (named Giraffe for his long legs), to 

reach his dying mother’s side.   

 

Awbrey’s inseparable companion in later years, and who preceded him in death by only a couple of 

months, was his boyhood friend Frank Nichols.  It is said that the only time Awbrey ever rode behind an 

iron horse was on his trip to Roseburg, Oregon to the soldiers’ home and that it took four men to put him 

on the train.  Marshal Awbrey died at the soldiers’ home on his 92
nd

 birthday in 1921. 


